Your name

Street Address

City, Tennessee, Zip Code

Senator Jamie Woodson

8509 White's Pond Way 

Knoxville, TN 37923 

Date 2007 

Re: SB633 Tennessee Clean Water Act of 2007

Honorable Senator Woodson,

Thank you for sponsoring this important legislation.  Stormwater runoff and illegal stream alterations have devastating affects on communities, public resources, and private property.  According to state reports, sediment is the number one pollutant of our waters.  Loss of habitat and vegetation is also an issue that destabilizes banks and increases the mud in our streams.  I support you and your legislation because it will protect our resources and investments.

{Insert here your personal experience with stormwater, flooding, or TDEC that explains why you care about stormwater.  Use your own words and experience.  Send along a picture if you like}.

{Explain what parts of the legislation would help you or your community if passed.  For example:

 1) requires individual permits with extra monitoring and water testing,

2) increases fees to cover the actual cost of application processing

3) makes sure the community gets public notices about enforcement actions as well as new permit applications

4) requires enforcement and mandatory fines for repeat offenders and noncompliance with notices of violation.  

TDEC and the local officials can still enforce sooner, but can’t wait for years before demanding compliance.  

5) Lawbreakers should pay for the pollution they cause, not the public. 

  These are just for your consideration.   Use your own words.}

Construction stormwater and other stream alterations have changed the character of my community and those around my home.  This legislation shifts the costs of enforcement, monitoring and the proof of compliance to those who cause the pollution.  The bill takes the guess work out of when to enforce our laws or not, and how much to fine to make it fair across the state and target repeat offenders.  The fines will get their attention, and the probationary permits will teach them how to be responsible for their actions.  I will be able to pick my contractors based on who has a good record, as well.  

Thank you for sponsoring this legislation and serving our community.  Please share my story with anyone who thinks that stormwater is not a problem, or that our current permitting and enforcement is sufficient.  


Sincerely,   

