Sample ARAP Permit Comment Letter

(Contact Tennessee Clean Water Network at 865-522-7007 for help using this template)












[Your Return Address]

                                              Date

Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation 

Division of Water Pollution Control

Permit Section

401 Church Street

Nashville, TN 

FAX: 615-

Re:  Comments on draft NPDES Permit NRS# 07-xxx

Dear [Permit Writer]:

I recently reviewed the available information for draft NPDES permit NRS# 07-xxx which would authorize the [disturbance of/fill of/relocation of ] [x acres of land/ wetland/ linear feet of (stream name)].  I appreciate the opportunity to provide the following comments regarding this permit [and request that it be denied as written].

I am pleased to see that TDEC …. [list positive aspects of the permit here, which may be the proper description of the watershed, the mitigation that is offered, buffer zones of 30 feet or more]

However, the information available does not provide assurance that the terms of this permit will ensure compliance with all applicable state and federal regulations.  Therefore, I object to issuance of the permit as written based on the following problems:

1)   [briefly summarize problems here]

2)   [The stream is 303(d) listed for [pollutant or other cause] and no permits can be issued that cause or contribute to a condition of pollution].

3) [The stream is a drinking water source and will be compromised by greater addition of [pollutant]

4) [the stream or floodplain is habitat to [TN or Federally listed species]

5) [No alternatives that would minimize the degradation of water quality have been proposed]

6) [The stream is Tier II and there has been no showing of alternatives or social and economic necessity determination as required by law].

7) [There is a TMDL for this stream, and there is no allocation available for this permit].

[Further explanation if necessary, possibly reference to other agency opinions requesting denial]

Thank you for your consideration of these comments.  I urge TDEC to make all necessary changes to the terms of the permit to ensure that all water quality standards are met in the receiving water and all waters downstream.  I would like to [request a public hearing to further discus this application as a community and be informed of any / be kept informed of any public hearings or] alterations to the permit, as well as the denial or issuance of the permit.  I look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

[Your Name]

Cc:
[discharger identified on the notice]


TCWN

US EPA, Region 4

[local elected officials]
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