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TCWN Executive Director asks Mayor Haslam to Stop Pollution Coming from the University of Tennessee site
Knoxville, TN

Tennessee Clean Water Network’s Executive Director, Renée Victoria Hoyos, asked Mayor Haslam to ask the University of Tennessee to clean up their site that is polluting the Tennessee River with sediments from a construction site.

“The University of Tennessee is turning the Tennessee River into a big orange river of mud,” says Ms. Hoyos. “We’ve been watching that site for months and it’s not getting much better. I ask that Mayor Haslam use his position as Mayor of Knoxville to ask UT to fix the site so it does not pollute the Tennessee River”

The University of Tennessee is developing a 15-acre site at the corner of the Kingston Pike and Neyland Drive in Knoxville to provide new sorority housing.  Unfortunately, the site’s stormwater discharges to the Tennessee River are routinely a UT “big orange.”
“We’ve tried to get the attention of UT Chancellor Jimmy Cheek. We wrote a letter to him on May 6, 2010 and received no response yet.” Said Ms. Hoyos. “We’ve also alerted US EPA Region IV to this problem as well.”

Stormwater problems at the site began late last year.  On December 18, 2009, TDEC conducted an inspection of the site and documented the discharge of sediment-laden water.  TDEC issued a Notice of Violation without a penalty shortly thereafter.
 
After that, TDEC inspected the site on January 13, 2010, and found no further violations. TCWN volunteer James McMillan started complaining to TDEC about this site on February 24, 2010.  TDEC conducted several inspections in response to these complaints, but found no further violations.
 
However, TCWN has documented three occasions in March and April when the site discharged visibly muddy water.
“What is particularly galling, is that UT teaches the certificate class for erosion and sediment control to developers and cannot control the mud from their site.” Says Ms. Hoyos. “UT is setting a very poor example to the community they are trying to educate.”

To learn more about the Tennessee Clean Water Network and the UT site and to see photos, go to http://www.tcwn.org/storm
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