May 6, 2010

Dr. Jimmy G. Cheek
Chancellor
University of Tennessee Knoxville
527 Andy Holt Tower

Knoxville, TN 37996-0184
RE:
Stormwater Discharges 

University of Tennessee Sororities Site Development
NPDES Permit No. TNR133481

Dear Dr. Cheek:

I am writing to call your attention to excessive discharges of sediment from the University of Tennessee’s (“UT”) sorority site development at the corner of Kingston Pike and Neyland Drive in Knoxville. The Tennessee Clean Water Network (“TCWN”) applauds UT’s aspiration to “serve as a model of environmental stewardship and integrity and to follow principles of good environmental conservation, waste reduction, and design on its Knoxville campus.” However, TCWN believes that the practices at this construction site are not consistent with this goal.

This site has discharged visibly muddy stormwater to the Tennessee River on at least the following occasions (see tcwn.org for photographs and other documentation):
1. This Monday morning, May 3, 2010, the site discharged visibly muddy water, causing objectionable color contrast in the Tennessee River and overflowing to Neyland Drive.  TCWN understands that a Notice of Violation from the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation (“TDEC”) may be pending for this pollution event.

2. On April 24, 2010, the site discharged bright orange water with a turbidity of 700 NTU.  By way of comparison, the Environmental Protection Agency’s new limit, which is not yet in effect, is 280 NTU.
3. On April 8, 2010, the site discharged stormwater with a turbidity of 965 NTU.

4. On March 12, 2010, the site discharged excessive sediments causing objectionable color contrast in the Tennessee River.

5. On December 18, 2002, the site discharged visibly turbid water.  TDEC also issued a Notice of Violation based on its inspection on this date due to the failure to temporarily stabilize the site and to comply with elements of UT’s stormwater prevention plan.

The University of Tennessee should do better.  UT is a cornerstone of the East Tennessee community, and sets an example for others to follow.  In addition, UT’s Department of Biosystems Engineering & Soil Science and the Tennessee Water Resources Research Center co-sponsor the Tennessee Erosion Prevention and Sediment Control Training and Certification program for construction sites.  In other words, UT staff literally help to teach the official course on how to manage construction sites to prevent excessive sediment discharges such as the ones from this site.  Obviously, UT has the technical know-how to do a better job.
TCWN respectfully requests that UT do whatever is reasonably necessary to fix its construction site and stop polluting the Tennessee River as expeditiously as possible.  Thank you.
Sincerely,

Renée Victoria Hoyos

Executive Director

